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thousand dollars has been erected in Princeton College,
bearing down her name to future generations.

During the years I spent at Brechin I had to come
through a great crisis in the history of the Church of
Scotland, and therefore of Scotland generally, which was
so identified with its Church. A great question came
to a head at this time, and I threw myself into it, heart
and soul. There were really two connected questions
involved. The one was the spiritual independence of
the Church. We believed that a church enslaved by
the state could not fulfil the high ends contemplated by
Christ in setting up his Kingdom. We believed that the
Church of Scotland, established by law, greatly needed
reformation. I entered and continued in it, believing
that we could reform it. The other question was the
right of the members of the church to have power in
the election of their pastors. It was in this last ques-
tion that I took the deepest interest.

As to the first question, I was deeply convinced that
in order to accomplish the great moral and spiritual pur-
poses for which it was instituted, the Church must be
free, and not under Patrons and politicians. But some-
how I had always a suspicion that a church fully en-
dowed might be tempted into ecclesiastical tyranny,
which could only be counteracted by control being given
to the membership. I was of opinion that the Christian
Church should at this crisis have demanded the abolition
of Patronage out and out, and argued that it would be
carried by the wave of popular rights which had given
us the Eeform Bill. The great body of the Church was
not prepared to go this length. A large number of the
ministers had little faith in popular elections, and wereI had left my horse. At half-past six the wholebsence.novel.y a pang it has cost me                         f tll^
